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THE DESCENDANTS OP JORAN KYN, THE FOUNDER 
OF UPLAND. 

BY GREGORY B. KEEN. 

(Continued from page 101.) 

Keek — Steelman — Seeley — Yeates — Wooster — "Wetheeed. 

98. Nicholas Keen, 5 son of Mounce and Sarah (Seeley) 
Keen, was born in "West New Jersey, December 24, 1744, 
and lived. for many years in Pennsneck Township, Salem 
Co. During the war of the Revolution he was commissioned 
Lieutenant, and afterwards Captain, in the First Battalion 
of Salem County, New Jersey, Militia, besides being Cap- 
tain of the armed boat Friendship, and Captain Commanding 
boatmen on the frontiers of Cumberland and Cape May Coun- 
ties. In consequence of his zealous adoption of the cause of 
the American Colonies he was threatened with the destruc- 
tion of his property by Col. Charles Mawhood, in an incur- 
sion into Salem County with a regiment of British Troops 
from Philadelphia in 1778, a letter of that officer, dated at 
Salem, March 21, specially mentioning him among persons 
who would be " the first objects to tell the vengeance of the 
British nation."* This warning was disregarded by Captain 
Keen, who continued to bear arms in defence of his State so 
long as his services were needed, acting as Captain of the 
Salem County Company of New Jersey Troops, in Major 
Hayes'sf Battalion, under the last call of Governor Livings- 
ton, from December 29, 1781, to December 15, 1782, being 

* The letter appears in full in R. G. Johnson's Historical Account of 
the First Settlement of Salem, in West Jersey, pp. 159 et seq. 

t One of the most active of the New Jersey militia officers during the 
war of the Revolution, mentioned in Congar's Genealogical Notices of the 
First Settlers of Newark, already cited. His son, Samuel Hayes, M.D., 
married Elizabeth Ogden, eldest daughter of Jonathan and Elizabeth Ogden 
(Nutman) Keen, elsewhere spoken of. 
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ordered to do " duty on land or water."* Mr. Keen married 
(bond dated October 14, 1767) Catharine, daughter of Jost and 
Christina Miller, of Salem County, N. J., born in 1749. Mrs. 
Keen died in New Jersey, and was buried (Raccoon Swedish 
Church Register) December 5, 1790. Captain Keen after- 
wards married Mary , who survived him, being buried in 

Gloria Dei Churchyard, Wicacoa, November 15, 1820, " aged 
sixty-five years." He had, at least, five children by his first 
wife, born in New Jersey : 

261. James, b. November 12, 1771. He removed to Kensington, Phila- 

delphia Co., Pa., where he d. in June, 1815, leaving a widow, Catha- 
rine, and several children. 

262. William, b. April 15, 1774. 

263. John, b. April, 1776. 

264. Sakah, b. October, 1778. 

265. Ananias, b. April 7, 1785. 

102. Ananias Keen, 8 son of Mounce and Sarah (Seeley) 
Keen, was born in West New Jersey, July 31, 1760. He 
lived in Gloucester County, N. J., and married (bond dated 
February 17, 1785) Susanna, daughter of Charles Lockf by 
his wife Helen Denny,^ of West New Jersey, born April 11, 
1757. Mrs. Keen died in New Jersey, and was buried in 
Trinity Churchyard, Swedesborough, July 17, 1786. Mr. 
Keen afterwards married Anna Cox,§ of West New Jersey, 
who survived him. He died in Gloucester County, N. J., 
and was buried in Trinity Churchyard, Swedesborough, Oc- 
tober 30, 1808. Mr. Keen had eight children by his second 
wife, born in New Jersey : 

266. Sakah, b. March 7, 1791. She d. unm. in Philadelphia, October 21, 

1876, and was bur. in Lafayette Cemetery. 

267. Mounce, b. October 5, 1792. 



* Stryker's Official Register of the Officers and Men of New Jersey in 
the Revolutionary War, pp. 328-9. " The good service performed by the 
militia of this State is fully recorded in history." {Ibid. p. 338.) 

t A descendant of the Rev. Lars Carlsson Lock, spoken of in a former 
foot-note, Penna. Mao., vol. iii. pp. 448-9. 

% For references to other members of her family, see foot-notes, ibid. pp. 
95 and 447. 

I Sister of Andrew Cox, of Gloucester County, doubtless a descendant of 
Peter Larsson Kock, referred to in a foot-note, ibid. p. 94. 
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268. Josiah, b. August 18, 1794 ; bur. in Trinity Churchyard, Swedes- 

borough, N. J., August 15, 1795. 

269. Charles, b. April 16, 1796. 

270. James, b. October 4, 1797. 

271. Thomas, b. July 6, 1799. 

272. Charles Land, b. April 13, 1802. He d. June 15, 1874, leaving 

a widow, Maria, who d. March 16, 1876, in the 74th year of her age, 
and was bur. with Mr. Keen in Lafayette Cemetery, Philadelphia. 

273. John Ckoes, b. July 5, 1804. 

112. Catharine Keen, 5 daughter of Nicholas and Eliza- 
beth (Lock) Keen, was born in Pilesgrove Township, Salem 
Co., New Jersey, April 4, 1747. She became (Raccoon 
Swedish Lutheran Church Eegister), February 12, 1772, the 
second wife of James Steelman,* of Greenwich Township, 
Gloucester Co., N. J., son of Hans Steelman, brother of Su- 
sannah Steelman, wife of John Keen, of Oxford Township, 
Philadelphia Co., Pa.,t by his wife Alice Jones. Mr. Steel- 
man was born November 17, 1719, and lived in Greenwich 
Township until his death, which occurred in 1786-8. Mrs. 
Steelman survived him, and married (Raccoon Swedish 
Church Register), December 17, 1788, Ephraim Seeley, of 
Gloucester County,^: letters of administration on whose estate 
were granted her January 31, 1801. By her first husband, 
James Steelman, Catharine Keen had four children, born in 
Greenwich Township, Gloucester Co., N. J. : 

274. Rebecca, b. February 5, 1773. 

275. Jemima, b. May 31, 1776. 

276. John, b. November 5, 1778. 

277. Andrew, b. June 15, 1781. 

120. John Yeates, 6 son of George and Mary (Donaldson) 
Yeates, was born near New Castle on Delaware, July 4, 1720, 
and resided throughout his life in'New Castle Hundred, New 

* Mr. Steelman's first wife was Magdalen Peterson, who was buried in 
Raccoon Swedish Lutheran Churchyard, January 12, 1771, " in her 49th 
year." She left issue. 

f For the parents of Hans and Susannah Steelman, James and Susannah 
(Toy) Steelman, of Great Egg Harbour, N. J., see ibid. pp. 334-5. 

$ A relative, no doubt, of Sarah Seeley, who married Catharine Keen's 
uncle, Mounce Keen. 
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Castle Co. He was chosen Coroner for New Castle County 
in October, 1751 (a position he occupied for two years), and 
was one of the original Trustees of New Castle Common, 
appointed October 31, 1764.* In civil records he is styled 
"gentleman." He married, first, Ann Catharine, daughter 
of the Reverend George Ross, a native of Scotland, who set- 
tled in New Castle in 1703, and until his death, in 1754, 
ofliciated as rector of Immanuel Church.f Mrs. Yeates's 
mother was Joanna Williams, of Rhode Island4 Mrs. 
Yeates was born about 1724, and died February 3, 1772, 
aged forty-eight years. She is buried in Immanuel Church- 
yard. Mr. Yeates married, secondly (Immanuel Church Reg- 
ister), March 15, 1790, Ann Bonner, a native of Ireland, who 
came to America in her youth. Mr. Yeates died in New 
Castle County, February 14, 1795, and was buried in Im- 
manuel Churchyard. Letters of administration on his estate 
were granted to James Riddle, Mrs. Yeates renouncing her 
rights. 

By his first wife John Yeates had five children : 

278. George. 

279. Mart. 

280. George. 

281. Ann. 

282. George. 

By his second wife John Yeates had two children : 

283. Ann, b. July 26, 1791. With her brother, she inherited from her 

father property on Front Street, in New Castle, comprising a 
dwelling "known by the name of the Tile house,"? as well as 
" ground contiguous to the town," called " the Fort lot." She 



* See the account of Dr. John Finney in the Magazine, vol. iv. pp. 
237-8. 

t Son of David Eoss, of Balblair. For a short biography of Mr. Ross 
see W. T. Bead's Life and Correspondence of George Read, pp. 51 et seq. 

X For references to her see ibid. pp. 60-62. "William Bead, a grandson of 
the Rev. Mr. Ross by his second wife, Catharine "Van Gezel, married Anne, 
daughter of Archibald and Judith (Kemble) McCall, a descendant of Joran 
Kyn hereafter spoken of. 

\ The front wall of this house (the oldest in New Castle) still stands, bear- 
ing the date of its erection (1687) in large iron characters. 



Descendants of Jbran Kyn — Donaldson Yeates. 221 

m. Wooster, and d. April 4, 1867. She is bur. in Immanuel 

Churchyard. Mr. Wooster is also dead. 
284. John, b. April 30, 1793. He went west, and was, for many years, 
engaged in business on the lakes, acquiring wealth, which he unfor- 
tunately lost through fires and other casualties. He married in that 
region, where his wife died. Mr. Yeates afterwards returned to 
New Castle, and d. there, it is believed, s. p. June 30, 1849. He 
is bur. in Immanuel Churchyard, in that town. 

124. Donaldson Yeates,* son of George and Mary (Donald- 
son) Yeates, was born near New Castle on Delaware, Febru- 
ary 12, 1729-30. He obtained a warrant of survey for land 
in .New Castle County in 1759, and in 1766 pursued the busi- 
ness of saddler near Christiana Bridge, from whence he 
moved the following year to Kent County, Maryland. He 
inherited from his brother, David Yeates, land in New Cas- 
tle County (purchased by the latter from his kinsman, John 
Inglis, presently mentioned), known as " Green's Manor," 
which he parted with, however, in 1783, when he resided in 
Cecil County, Maryland. He was commissioned Colonel of 
Militia of that State, and was a Delegate to the Maryland Con- 
vention which ratified the Constitution of the United States, 
April 28, 1788, and a Presidential Elector from Maryland 
in 1793. He married Mary, thirteenth child of Philip and 
Elizabeth Syng, of Philadelphia,* born December 25, 1751. 

* Philip Syng was born in Ireland in November, 1703, and arrived at 
Annapolis, Md., September 29, 1714 (0. S.), in company with his father, 
Philip Syng, who died there, May 18, 1739, aged 63 years. He settled and 
married in Philadelphia, where he acquired excellent reputation as a silver- 
smith, his skill being attested by several good works of art yet in existence, 
among the number an inkstand (preserved in Independence Hall), made in 
1752 for the General Assembly of Pennsylvania, and used by the Conti- 
nental Congress during its sessions in Philadelphia, and at the signing of 
the Declaration of Independence. He was one of the grantees of the charter 
of the Library Company of Philadelphia, a Member of the Junto, and an 
original Member of the American Philosophical Society, and of the noted 
Fishing Club styled " the Colony in Schuylkill." He made the science of 
electricity " a subject of constant study and laborious experiment for many 
years," and, according to James Parton, " imparted to Franklin valuable 
suggestions and discoveries," which the latter " acknowledged and ap- 
plauded," contriving, " for example, an electrical machine, similar to those 
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Colonel Yeates died in Kent County, Maryland, November 
16, 1796. Mrs. Yeates survived her husband, dying in De- 
cember, 1809. They had four children : 

285. George, b. May 11, 1780. He lived in Baltimore, and d. untn. 

February 2, 1819. He is bur. in the Protestant Episcopal Church- 
yard at Shrewsbury, Kent Co., Md. 

286. Elizabeth. She m. her cousin, Samuel "Wethered, of Kent County, 

Md., son of John Wethered, by his wife Mary Sykes, a descendant 
of Joran Kyn hereafter mentioned. They d. leaving issue. 

287. John, b. September 19, 1784. He d. unm. November 14, 1806, and 

is bur. with his brother. 

288. Donaldson, b. January 11, 1787. He studied physic at the Univer- 

sity of Pennsylvania, from which institution he received the degree 
of Doctor of Medicine in 1810 (the subject of his thesis being the 
" Nephritic State of Fever"), and was appointed a Surgeon in the 
Navy of the United States. He d. unm. October 29, 1815, and is 
bur. with his brothers. 

need in Europe, of which he had never heard." He promoted the organization 
of the " Association Battery" of our city, elsewhere referred to. He was 
appointed Provincial Commissioner of Appeal for Philadelphia in 1764. 
He signed the Non-Importation Resolutions of 1765. He was a Vestryman 
of Christ Church from 1747 to 1749, and a Trustee of the College and 
Academy of Philadelphia from their foundation till 1773. He died May 8, 
1789, and was buried in Christ Church Ground, where Mrs. Syng had been 
interred October 3, 1786. (Facts very courteously supplied me by Mr. 
Syng's great-great-grandson, Philip S. P. Conner, Esq.) 



(To be continued.) 



